MGCC Johannesburg Centre

The Start
In 1969 I was approached by Norman Ewing with a view to forming a T-Register MG Car Club.  I wrote to Harvey Thomas, Motoring editor of The Star and he advertised that a meeting of interested parties would be held at the Six Gun Steak House in Balfour Park.  That was in June 1969.

Over 45 people and MGs pitched and with the variety of MG types present it was decided that a full blown MG Car Club be formed.

At the next meeting that July at Baragwanath Aerodrome, the MGCC affiliated to the MGCC of Great Britain was launched.

The committee consisted of Keith Burton, Norman Ewing, Stuart Battison, Ruth Whytock and myself.  Members I recall at the time were Phil Howie, Joe Carpenter and Jacques de Beil.  Under the inspired enthusiasm of Norman Ewing the Club expanded dramatically and the result is the successful MGCC in existence today.
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Note for the record
When collecting Graham’s article I had the opportunity of photographing him with his TC and found out that:

· Graham purchased the TC in 1949 (borrowing the funds from his father, although his dad had felt that he should buy a more practical car, like a Ford Anglia).

· The TC was imported from the UK and cost ₤479:10 when new, which is about the cost of a TC mirror today.
· This is a 1-owner car having been in Graham’s care since new.
· It was last resprayed about 30-years ago and the bodywork still looks fantastic.

· When used for racing it was fitted with a Shorrock 6lb blower.
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